




From: Cameron Bell
To: Brown, Jeffrey
Subject: FW: River House
Date: Monday, July 6, 2020 1:47:36 PM
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Cameron C. Bell
Realtor l Broker l Attorney*
Cameron Bell Properties, Inc.
14335 Dedeaux Road
Gulfport, MS  39503
Cell   
Fax   (800) 520-3445
www.cameronbellproperties.com
 
*Not actively practicing law.
 

From: Z112 Palazzo, Steven < > 
Sent: Thursday, February 22, 2018 2:58 PM
To: cameronbel
Subject: Fwd: River House
 
 

Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Philpot, Maurine" < >
Date: February 22, 2018 at 2:56:19 PM CST
To: "Z112 Palazzo, Steven" < >
Subject: River House

Per your request
 

C. Maurine Bruner-Philpot
Constituent Liaison
Hattiesburg Office
 
641 Main St., Suite 142
Hattiesburg, MS 39401
Phone: (601) 582-3246
Fax: (601) 582-3452
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          Office of Congressional Ethics
                Review No. 20-2124

                   Interview of
                 FORMER STAFFER C,
                 Washington, D.C.
             Tuesday, August 11, 2020
                    10:11 a.m.

Job No.: 314318
Pages: 1 - 40
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     Interview of FORMER STAFFER C held via virtual
videoconference by the offices of:

               OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS (OCE)
               U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
               425 3rd Street, S.W.
               Suite 1110
               Washington, D.C. 20024
               (202) 225-9729

     Pursuant to agreement, before Emily G.
Colkitt, Notary Public in and for the State of
Maryland.
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               A P P E A R A N C E S

     ON BEHALF OF THE OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL
ETHICS:

               HELEN EISNER, ESQUIRE
               JEFFREY BROWN, ESQUIRE
               OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS (OCE)
               U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
               425 3rd Street, S.W.
               Suite 1110
               Washington, D.C. 20024
               (202) 225-9729

TECHNICIAN:    MACKENZIE CARLSSON, Planet Depos
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               P R O C E E D I N G S
          THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  Thank you everyone for
attending this proceeding remotely, which we
anticipate will run smoothly.  Please remember to
speak slowly and do your best not to talk over one
another.
          Please be aware that we are recording
this proceeding for backup purposes.  Any off-the-
record discussion should be had away from the
computer.  Please remember to mute your mic for
those conversations.
          Please have your video enabled to help
the reporter identify who is speaking.  If you're
unable to connect to video and are connecting via
phone, please identify yourself each time before
speaking.
          We will provide a complementary unedited
recording of this interview with the purchase of a
transcript if you are interested.  I apologize in
advance for any technical-related interruptions.
Thank you, and we can get started.
          MR. BROWN:  All right.  Thank you,
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Mackenzie.  So with that, we are on the record.
This is Jeff Brown with the Office of Congressional
Ethics.  With me is my colleague, Helen Eisner.  We
are interviewing Former Staffer C.  Today is August
the 8th, 2020.  It is about 12 minutes after 10:00
a.m.
          MS. EISNER:  Sorry, I think it's actually
August 11th.
          MR. BROWN:  August 11th.  Excuse me.
Former Staffer C has been given a copy of the false
statements warning and has signed an
acknowledgment.  And with that, we'll begin.
      INTERVIEW BY COUNSEL FOR THE OFFICE OF
               CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
          BY MR. BROWN:
     Q    So Former Staffer C, we've discussed some
of your background previously.  And, you know, I
understand we've got limited time this morning.  So
we'll just jump into some of the topics that we'd
like to ask you about.
          And I want to start with some questions
about personal errands.  Now, it's my understanding
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from speaking with some of your colleagues -- your
former colleagues, that is -- that official
staffers in Representative Palazzo's office have
been asked to perform personal errands for the
Congressman.  And this would have been during
official work hours.  What did you witness in that
respect?
     A    I don't know that I would ever have
witnessed someone being asked.  If they were doing
something for him, I would have not known what they
were doing.
          If they left the office to go take care
of something, I would have just -- if I happened to
be in the office, I would have just seen them out
of the office.
     Q    Did you ever hear from anybody or was
there ever any chatter in the office that
individuals were leaving the office to perform
errands of any kind for the Congressman?
     A    Not that I recall.
          BY MS. EISNER:
     Q    Did you see people leave the office in
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the middle of the day without explanation?
     A    They would be -- there were times where
different staff would be gone, but I assumed they
either had a meeting or were taking care of maybe a
doctor's appointment or something like that.  So
most of the time, I was not there to see them
leave.  I really didn't ask where they were going.
          BY MR. BROWN:
     Q    We heard from a couple staffers that the
Congressman's dry-cleaning or laundry would have to
be picked up on occasion, and we were told that you
were an individual that would have to pick that up
on occasion.  Did you ever have to pick up the
Congressman's dry-cleaning?
     A    No.
     Q    No.  Okay.  Did you ever hear anything
about the Congressman -- or, individuals having to
get laundry or dry-cleaning to or from the
Congressman's car while it was at the airport?
     A    Not that I recall.
     Q    How about grocery shopping?  Have you
ever heard anyone talking about having to do
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grocery shopping of any kind for the Congressman,
for his family, or for any of his kids?
     A    I don't recall anybody doing any shopping
trips or anything of that nature, other than if
somebody was getting something for the office like,
you know, refreshments or something in the office.
     Q    How about assistance with the kids?  Did
you ever witness or did you ever hear that any
official staffers were assisting the Congressman
with preparing his kids for summer camp, driving
them around, babysitting, anything along those
lines?
     A    You know, I mean, I know we would see the
kids sometimes in the office, but I don't know if
they were preparing for something or --
     Q    So I, you know, gather from some of what
you explained to us that you weren't necessarily in
the office all -- you know, a full day.  So I guess
I'd like to elaborate.
          In light of the questions that I have
just asked you, would you have been in a position
to have witnessed staffers, you know, again, being
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asked to assist with dry-cleaning, or grocery
shopping, or helping the kids?
     A    Not during my day, you know, in the
office.  Like I said, most time it was first thing
in the morning, and then I was, you know, out in
the field traveling.
     Q    So, you know, in other words, the better
part of your day may have been spent outside of the
office?
     A    Most of the time, yes.
     Q    Okay.  And so you may not have been --
you weren't necessarily working alongside the
individuals who were in the office for a full day.
Okay.
          MS. EISNER:  Jeff, can I jump in for a
second here?
          BY MS. EISNER:
     Q    Based on what you observed, you know,
during your time working in the office, what was
your impression of how self-sufficient the
Congressman was?
     A    He seemed very self-sufficient.
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     Q    And what are you basing that on?
     A    Just my personal experience interacting
with him.  I never had him ask me to go anywhere or
take care of anything, to my knowledge, outside of
the office.  And he seemed to be very self-
sufficient.
     Q    What about his reliance on some of the
more senior leadership in the office, people who
have been there a while?  Let's start with
Bridgette.  How would you -- how would you
characterize that?
     A    As far as?
     Q    Their relationship and the types of
things that he relied on her to do.
     A    I don't know what he would have relied on
her to do.  And I mean, I'm just trying to think
back.  I don't recall if -- I'm trying to think
through.
          Like I said, it's been a long time since
I've worked in that office.  I mean, other than
just being -- her, you know, being the office
manager, I don't know what he would have personally
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relied on her for, or anything that I saw.
     Q    Okay.  What about Michele?
     A    I know that they had many conversations,
but those I was not privy to.  You would just know
that, you know, the Congressman and her had
conversations or the boss had called.
          But I don't know what those conversations
entailed as far as if he needed something.
Usually, he was calling looking for reports or
information, you know, if there was something going
on in D.C. that related to the District.
          BY MR. BROWN:
     Q    And how about Leslie?
     A    I would say probably the same.  If they
had any communication, again, I wasn't there to
overhear it, other than for his scheduling requests
was all I ever sat down and discussed with her.
     Q    Have you ever heard of the River House?
     A    Can you be more specific?
     Q    Is it -- have you ever heard of a
property called the River House?
     A    I know the Congressman had a property on
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the river.
     Q    Just tell me what you know about that --
the River House.
     A    That he had a property that was on the
river.  I believe it was his parents -- or his, I'm
not sure.
     Q    Have you ever been there?
     A    Yes, probably two or three times, maybe.
     Q    And what were those occasions?
     A    One time, just road out there on the way
out of town, and the Congressman had pointed it
out, you know, as -- you know, like I said, I can't
remember if it was a family property or his.  And
he had pointed it out and, you know, talked about
how nice of house it was.  That was it.
     Q    How about the other occasions?
     A    It would have been the same thing.  Just
going out there on the way out to check on it.
It's kind of in a -- not remote location, but it's
the only house on the road in a kind of commercial
area.
     Q    So you would be going out there with the
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Congressman, you said, to check on the place?
     A    Or if he was -- you know, as we were
going out somewhere, an event, we may have passed
by there.
     Q    When you went there, did you ever meet
other individuals there?
     A    No.
     Q    So you never -- you would go with the
Congressman to the River House.  Would you stop and
would you get out at the River House, or was this
just drive-bys?
     A    No, one time we did walk through it and
outside of it.  He was showing me all the -- you
know, it was an older house -- and showing some of
the characteristics of it.
     Q    Was there a specific purpose why you guys
stopped there?
     A    Not to my knowledge.
     Q    And do you remember roughly when this
was?
     A    No.
     Q    Were you aware that the River House was
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up for sale at any point?
     A    Not to my knowledge.
          BY MS. EISNER:
     Q    During the occasion when you walked
through briefly and he was just showing you the
house, was anyone living there?
     A    I don't believe so.
     Q    Was it furnished?
     A    There were some old pieces of furniture
and things inside of there.
     Q    Did it seem like it was in good
condition?
     A    Yeah, for the age.
          BY MR. BROWN:
     Q    Did you ever attend any campaign events
at the River House?
     A    No.
     Q    Are you aware of whether or not the River
House was used as a campaign space of any kind?
     A    I had heard that they had used it for
some event, but I don't know when.  I don't know if
that was prior to him getting elected or during his
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time there.
     Q    Did you ever hear any other staffers --
official staffesr or campaign staffers -- discuss
the River House or mention the River House?
     Q    Not with me.
     Q    Did you ever here of or witness any
staffers going out to the River House?
     A    I didn't witness any going out there, if
they did.
     Q    Did you ever hear anybody else in the
office say that they had been to the River House or
were going to the River House?
     A    Not that I can recall.
          BY MS. EISNER:
     Q    What about in your conversations, you
know, however brief they might have been, with the
Congressman about the River House?  Did he mention
any repairs that he was performing on the home?
     A    No, not that I can recall.
          BY MR. BROWN:
     Q    How about work with contractors?
     A    The same.  I don't really know who would
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have been out there or if any contractors would
have been being called to that property.
     Q    What about work with real estate agents?
Did the Congressman ever talk about trying to sell
the property or working with real estate agents?
     A    Not that I can recall with me.
          BY MS. EISNER:
     Q    What about in conversations with other
people in the office -- people like Bridgette,
Michele, Leslie -- did any of them ever mention
real estate agents?
     A    Not in my presence that -- when I was
there.  Like I said, most of the time I was not in
the office.
     Q    Did you hear about it through someone
else?  Is that possible?  Just clarifying what you
mean by "not in your presence."
     A    No.  Just that.  Not that I recall
hearing.  Or if they did, I was not there.
          MR. BROWN:  Did you have anything else on
the River House, Helen?
          MS. EISNER:  No, go ahead.
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          MR. BROWN:  Okay.
          BY MR. BROWN:
     Q    Do you know Kyle Palazzo?
     A    I know who he is, yeah -- the
Congressman's younger brother.
     Q    Have you ever met him?
     A    I have a few times.
     Q    All right.  Do you guys have any
relationship outside of the Congressional Office or
the campaign that you did?
     A    No.
     Q    Are you aware of -- at some point, did he
live in Alabama?
     A    I don't know where he stayed.
     Q    Okay.  Are you aware that at some point
he was working in the Congressman's Congressional
Office?
     A    No, not that I was aware of.
     Q    So when you were -- when you were working
in the Congressional Office, was Kyle Palazzo ever
spending time in the Congressional Office?
     A    Not during my time in the Congressman's
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